SEARCH  FOR  A  RULER
of Iraq, had stimulated sentiment on behalf of the Sharif.
The fall of the Arab Government in Syria and the flight of
Faisal had taken the wind temporarily from Sharifian saiK, as at
Mosul, where the agitation in favour of a Hashimi candidate
had subsided precipitately,1 The sentiment had rapidly
revived, however. By late December, the Shi'a 'Ulama were
credited with saying The country will not be content until
complete independence, under a son of the Sharif, is achieved*.
Much of the support of the Shi'is who, in particular, seemed in
favour of a son of the Sharif,2 was due, it was held officially, to
the fact that they believed that Sharif Husain, generally known
to be of liberal religious views, was secretly a member of their
sect. The Sharifian officers returning to 'Iraq in early 1921
had also given an impetus to public opinion in favour of a
Hashimi, although they were divided among themselves over
the respective merits of 'Abdullah and Faisal.
The movement towards a Hashimi wras not hindered by the
knowledge that a number of the British officials, including the
Adviser to the Minister of Justice, the Oriental Secretary and
the Private Secretary to the High Commissioner, in private
conversations had advocated a Hashimi and Faisal in particu-
lar. As early as November, 19120, Miss Gertrude Bell wrote,
as she had already urged upon the Acting Civil Commissioner
in the previous July, that the only solution in her opinion
was a son of the Sharif for whom, she believed, the Constituent
Assembly when convened, would ask.3 A little later, she again
wrote: CI feel quite clear in my own mind that there is only
one workable solution, a son of the Sharif, and, for choice,
Faisal: very much the first choice.'4 The necessity for rapid
action in setting up a king to check adverse currents against
the new Government, she also recognized, as when she wrote:
el believe if we could put up a son of the Sharif at once he might
1 Admin. Report, Mosul, 1920, pp. 3-4
- See letters cited supra, p  261.
3 Bell, op. cit., p. 574.          * Ibid., p. 581.
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